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Possible coal-fired power
station for the Buller

Many people will know that Solid Energy is investigating the
feasibility of a small coal-fired power station in the Buller region.
While our studies to date indicate that the project could be
commercially viable, there is still much work to be done before
a decision can be made to move past the feasibility stage. As
part of this work, we are currently gathering a variety of data
in the area.This includes weather pattern information collected
from meteorological towers, one of which was erected at Granity
last year. We are also conducting small-scale geotechnical
assessments and collecting baseline environmental data.

Why the Buller?

The Buller is a good location for a power
station. Apart from the availability of coal to
fuel the plant, the Buller has the advantage of
being close to national grid transmission lines.
A coal-fired plant was in fact proposed here
at the time of Labour Prime Minister Norman
Kirk,in the early 1970s. He had the grid designed
for this purpose, but the power station was
never built. So this is not a new idea.

Automatic system installed at Ngakawau

Solid Energy has installed an automatic
system to correct acidity levels in the
settling ponds at Ngakawau coal handling
facility. Solid Energy staff will monitor its
effectiveness every three hours over a 24-
hour period. Pictured right is Darcy Aker
from Scott Technical Instruments, showing
Mark Frater, Solid Energy Electrician, how
to calibrate the pH meter.The installation
of the automatic system is one of a number
of initiatives that Solid Energy is undertaking
to address water quality issues in the Buller
region arising from current mining activities.
Solid Energy is also looking at ways which
it can address the impact of over 100 years
of historical mining.

Where could it be sited?

The preferred location is north of Westport,
in the area of Transpower’s Waimangaroa
substation, and close to the Buller coalfields.
We have looked at many potential sites in the
region, including reviewing historical
investigations. At this point we've narrowed
down the search to two possible sites. One
is a block of land near Birchfield, inland from
the main road, on which we have an option

to buy. The other possible site is the land at
Granity owned by Solid Energy which was
previously consented for the proposed West
Coast Coal Terminal. While we have ‘short-
listed’ these two sites, we haven't yet ruled
out considering other alternatives.

Which of these two sites is better?

We don’t know yet. Both sites have advantages
and disadvantages. Birchfield for example is
closer to the Waimangaroa substation and the
connection to the national grid. We will have
a better picture later this year once we have
done more investigations. We're currently
seeking a consent from the Buller District
Council to erect a meteorological tower on
the land at Birchfield so that we can gather
the weather pattern information for this site.
We will be giving you more information and
asking for your views as we proceed.
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Freight Trucks sell road safety message

Two freight trucks visited pupils at Granity
and Westport South Schools last month as
part of a joint road safety initiative between
Solid Energy and TNL Freighting Ltd in the
lead-up to Solid Energy beginning to truck
coal from Ngakawau to Reefton.

Solid Energy Health and Safety advisor
Ken Rees gave pupils tips on how to keep
safe on the road, before joining TNL Project
Manager, lan Borlase, to give the children a
tour of TNL's impressive Kenworth trucks.

Ken Rees commented:“We're really keen

Granity School pupils Cory Peters (9) and Tyler Knox (8) show TNL Projects Manager lan Borlase (left)
and Ken Rees, Solid Energy Health and Safety Advisor, their versions of the visiting trucks.

to make sure that children who go to school
near our trucking route understand road
safety rules, so we're really pleased that we
were able to arrange this visit for the children.
They were really enthusiastic about the trucks,
especially getting into the cabs!”

Solid Energy had planned to start trucking
coal by road between Ngakawau and Westport,
24 hours a day, in late July, but this was
postponed until late August for operational
reasons and to ensure that we had time to
fully consider comments and questions from
residents and businesses on the planned
trucking route. Solid Energy has had a number
of queries from people, ranging from safety
concerns about particular junctions, noise and
the likelihood of spills.

Solid Energy and TNL have put in place a
number of measures to minimise the impact
on local people living on or near the trucking
route through Westport. All trucks will be
covered and adhere strictly to speed limits
and braking restrictions. Any spills will be
dealt with as quickly as possible.

Any queries about the trucking operation
should be directed to Kevin Poynter, South
Island Planning Manager, in our Westport office
on 03 788 8109.
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Do we need more power plants?

It is widely agreed that we need an extra 150
— 250 MW of generation capacity every year
to cope with growing demand for electricity
in New Zealand.The major focus of the debate
centres around which forms of fuel are reliably
available over the long term and what
generation technologies are affordable, offer
security of supply and minimise overall
environmental impact. New hydro, coal, gas,
oil and renewables, such as wind, all have their
pros and cons. Most commentators say we
need a balanced range of generation options,
to ensure that we have security of supply
across the whole country, particularly in dry
years when hydro inflows fall.

The national grid also needs enhancement.
There are significant investments required in
both the North and South Islands and the
undersea link between the two islands. Because
of demand growth, there is increasing strain
on the grid which is heightening the risk of
interruptions to supply in some parts of the
country.

How big might this plant be?

Such a power station would be relatively
small, in the range of 150 — 250MW. (In
comparison, the Huntly Power Station, which
also runs largely on coal, is 1000MW, and has
four large generators). The size is limited
because of commercial factors (the size of
the local market), transmission factors (the
grid capacity to Buller) and environmental
considerations, specifically the combination
of the coal sulphur content and the efficiency
of the desulphurisation plant needed to
remove it. At this stage we have not made a
decision on whether it would be better to
have one or two generation units.

What approvals would be needed?

A new power station would need to be
consented under the Resource Management
Act. Discharges to air, in particular, would
be subject to detailed scrutiny. Carbon
dioxide released from the burning of coal
would be subject to national climate change
policies.

How visible would it be?

If we decide to go ahead with the project,
Solid Energy would aim for people in the area
of the proposed site to be as unaffected as

possible by the power plant. Inevitably, a flue
stack would be visible, but we would ensure
that any site would be carefully landscaped
and screened with trees.

What's the timing on all this?

The proposal is still at the feasibility stage,
and much more work needs to be done. It
will be at least December this year before we
can finish the research to fully consider the
environmental aspects of the project and
finalise specifications for the station. If the
project looks positive at that stage, we would
still not be in a position to apply for resource
consent until sometime next year at the
earliest.We currently believe that it will take
at least four years to consent and build a
power station.

What opportunities will there be for
public comment?

If we decide to proceed we will keep everyone
informed throughout the process and provide
formal and informal opportunities at all stages
to express views and to make comment.We
welcome your views at any time, and if you
need more information or have questions,
please contact Kevin Poynter at our
Westport Office.

Solid Energy is supporting Sport Buller’s
Kindy Sport Programme which helps
develop the motor skills of three-to-four
year olds. The programme was successfully
piloted in Westport and is now set to begin
in kindergartens throughout Buller. Involving
basic skills such as running, jumping, throwing,

Solid Energy supports
Kindy Sport Programme

kicking and catching, the programme not
only develops motorskills, but also improves
children’s self confidence and fosters co-
operation and peer support. Solid Energy
has agreed to sponsor the programme for
the next two years.
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Contact

If you would like any further information on
any aspects of Solid Energy’s Buller Operations,
contact Kevin Poynter, South Island
Planning Manager, on
03 788 8109 or email
info@solidenergy.co.nz.
Any issues or concerns

will be recorded SOLID
in a register and ENERGY
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