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Operations

Coal 

At just over 3.0 million tonnes (Mt), coal 
sales were up 18% for the year to date, 
compared with the same period last year 
(2.6 Mt). This is despite delayed shipments, 
due to the earthquake, and minimal 
production at Spring Creek Mine near 
Greymouth since last November when we 
suspended operations following two 
heatings at the mine and the Pike River 
Mine explosion. New Zealand sales were 
up almost 10% for the year to date 
compared with the same period last year. 

Following the earthquake staff worked 
closely with the Lyttelton Port of 
Christchurch and KiwiRail; the first coal 
train unloaded at the port on 5 March and 
ship loading restarted on 15 March, 
although at a reduced rate using a 
temporary loading process. This was a 
major achievement and a tribute to the 
working relationship and cooperation of our 
supply partners. 

At 3.0 Mt, coal production for the year to 
date was up 16% overall on the same 
period last year with significant production 
increases at Stockton (38%) and Rotowaro 
(26%) Mines. In late February we resumed 
development at Spring Creek Mine’s new 
Rapahoe East sector following the 
implementation of a comprehensive safety 
improvement programme and now expect 
to restart extraction in May. 

Production at Stockton Mine was 
marginally affected by the earthquake’s 
impact on the export coal route as the 
mine’s stockpile capacity was stocked out 
and by delays in accessing Millerton’s hard 
coking coal reserves.  

Production at New Vale Mine in Southland 
was up on the same period last year. A 
crusher deployed to the mine from Ohai is 
now operating and increasing productivity.  

Production at our Waikato mines for the 
year to date was up 21% on the same 
period last year. At Huntly East Mine we 
increased production and approved 
construction of $30 million development to 
construct a new ventilation shaft to service 
the mine’s northern section. At Rotowaro 

Mine, we are advancing our assessment of 
options for mining when the contract with 
the current contractor expires.  

The international coal market remains 
strong on the back of continued demand 
from India and China. Coal prices continue 
to trend upwards quarter by quarter, with 
spot prices for hard coking coal currently 
more than US$300/tonne. 

 
 2010/11 

YTD 
2009/10 

YTD 
Change 

% 

Coal Sales Volume (kt) 

Export 1,529 1,193 28.2% 

Domestic 1,517 1,382 9.8% 

Total 3,046 2,575 18.3% 

Coal Production Volume (kt) 

Stockton 1,180 856 37.9% 

Rotowaro 975 776 25.6% 

Spring Creek 283 432 (34.5%) 

Huntly East 283 260 8.8% 

New Vale 231 219 5.5% 

Total 2,952 2,543 16.1% 

Biodiesel New Zealand 

Demand for our high-quality Biogold™ fuel 
continues to increase. Sales were up 73% 
and production up 21% year to date, 
compared to the same period last year. 
Feedstock for fuel production continues to 
come primarily from increasing used 
cooking oil collection volumes and 
increasingly virgin oil processed from oil 
seed (canola) crop. Virgin oil will become 
the dominant feedstock as production 
tracks with increasing demand. 

 
 2010/11 

YTD 
2009/10 

YTD 
Change 

% 

Sales Volume (kL as B100) 

Biodiesel 1,510 871 73.4% 

Production Volume (kL as B100) 

Biodiesel 1,187 982 20.9% 
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